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VANCOUVER REFERENCING STYLE
Numbered references are extensively used in the biomedical and health sciences. Consult the National
Library of Medicine for detailed instructions and examples of citation according to the Vancouver style.
This is available at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html

Health Sciences Library

According to this style, a reference in the text to another source is signalled by a numeral giving the num-
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ber of the citation. This numeral corresponds to a number in the list of references, which is arranged numerically. The citation within the text may appear either within or at the end of a sentence, for example:
It has been shown by Kahn and Marseille4 that the extent of the HIV/AIDS pandemic,
together with the shortage of even basic resources in developing countries, makes cost-effective
treatment and care a prime concern.
OR
The extent of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, together with the shortage of even basic resources in developing countries, makes cost-effective treatment and care a prime concern. 4
Depending on the convention used, the reference numbers may be given as superscript or on the line
numerals, in square or round brackets, without commas or full stops. Consistency is essential. The placement of the numeral in the sentence is important: Numbers have to be placed outside commas and full
stops, but inside colons and semi-colons.
Things to remember about Vancouver style numbered references:

■

The numbered references in the body of the text refer to footnotes or a list of references at the end
of the paper.

■

The first names of the author should be abbreviated to initials without full stops between
initials. Separate the names of different authors by a comma.

■

Give all the names of up to six authors for a single paper. If there are more than six, list the names
of the first six, followed by “et al.”.

■

If you want to make a second or subsequent reference to a source that has already been cited, reuse the same number as the one you used first.

■

Only the first word of the book or journal article title is capitalised.

■

Do not use italics or underlining for the title.

■

Abbreviate journal titles according to the style used in Medline (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/).

■

The name of the publisher follows the place of publication and the date of publication
comes last.

■

The list of references contains details only of those works cited in the text and the list of
references is arranged in the same numerical order as they appear in the body of the text.
An alphabetically arranged reference list can be included as well.

It is very important that you check the assignment guide for your Department
as some details, e.g. punctuation, may vary from the guidelines on this page.
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